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In gratitude for God’s faithful presence and creative spirit, we continue the good work entrusted to us.  We 
reaffirm our commitment to the mission of L’Arche Tahoma Hope and acknowledge our need for continued 
nourishment and development as a community.  

~ from L’Arche Tahoma Hope Community Mandate 2010-2014

As with every year there is a rhythm to our life in community that remains fairly constant…

….people came and we blessed people on to the next part of their journeys,

….seeds were planted and produce harvested,

….meals were prepared and meals were shared,

….messes were made and messes were cleaned up,

…and we enjoyed times of celebration and prayer.

Our past year was also filled with other highlights.  

Our mandate and community leader discernment process culminated 
in early 2010.  As a community we crafted our Mandate - a plan of our 
hopes and vision for the next four years.  I said ‘yes’ to the community’s 
openness for me to continue in the role of community leader. A joint 
meeting of community members and Board members in July was an 
opportunity to begin to outline an action plan for the Mandate.

Sarah Thomson, after over ten years at L’Arche Tahoma Hope, moved on to new endeavors and Kristen Mellis joined us as our new 
Community Coordinator.  In May Sarah was crowned queen at our first ever L’Arche Prom!  We welcomed Pat Kernells (after 11 
years as a core member in L’Arche Spokane) and Doug Creek as new core members to Hopespring and Farmhouse respectively.  
Debra Velder, Zach Hovland and Charles Clark II, all transition students, joined the Farm as new core member workers.  A number 
of assistants started their journey with L’Arche in 2010 and we also blessed a number of assistants onto the next part of their 
journeys.  

We engaged in the L’Arche International Commitment and Belonging process – with a community day in August of play, reflection, 
art, music and food.  Our community also had a small reflecting group that met over the summer to share more fully on the 
meaning of commitment & belonging in L’Arche (both its joys and challenges).  Jane MacNeil served as a regional representative 
to the National Reflection group which met in Portland, OR in December.

Sharing a meal and conversation is the cornerstone to many of our community meetings.  The Board had dinner with long term 
assistants and listened to what helps sustain commitment to the journey of L’Arche and both of these groups had dinner and 
conversation with core members at the annual core member dinners during the summer.  The Membership Committee hosted a 
dinner and evening of sharing information and exploring hopes with Supporting Life Members in October.

We trekked over to Spokane for Regional Gathering in June, to Layfette, Oregon in both the spring and winter for retreats, around 
the Northwest for community vacations and to Seabeck for our annual Community Weekend.
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From Our Board President, by Kevin King

First of all I wish to THANK YOU for your wonderful support of L’Arche Tahoma Hope. As I grow in awareness of L’Arche, I am so 
very grateful for this caring community of which you are a very valued contributor.

It has been a busy year.  Over the winter and spring of 2010 our Board of Directors, daily life and supporting life members engaged 
in a mandate and director discernment process. We were delighted to confirm Stacy Cates-Carney’s commitment to continue to 
lead L’Arche Tahoma Hope over the next four years with our community’s dedicated focus on the following areas:

•	 Ensure a healthy quality of life for all members

•	 Ensure the health and wellness of L’Arche Tahoma Hope Community, and

•	 Promote building relationships/connections in the greater Tacoma area.

In addition to participating in this process our Board connected with the community over the past year by spending time with 
individual core members and long term assistants as well as monthly dinners in our homes prior to board meetings.  Some of us, 
like you, also brought meals to the homes.  The Board has also been able to grown in awareness of our commitment to Tahoma 
Hope by attending an excellent development presentation by L’Arche USA.  This presentation includes a follow up webinar to help 
raise awareness and resources to better support L’Arche.

The auction was a great event, as usual....thank you again for your awesome participation!  Special thanks goes out to Rachel 
Knoke, our Development Coordinator, and the incredible Auction Committee.  (Read more about our auction on page 3).

I do not have to tell you that this is a tough time for funding.  We are grateful 
for all the support we receive from a wide variety of individuals who, like the 
widow in the gospel, gives most generously from their resources.

I’d like to share a final note of just plain thanks for whatever ways you help 
us live out our mission at L’Arche Tahoma Hope...it is appreciated; YOU are 
appreciated! 

Kevin King

President, Board of Directors, L’Arche Tahoma Hope
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We made some improvements to our homes.  Thanks to Chuck Schilling, the Ananda kitchen got a major face lift.  Ananda also had 
the center bathroom retiled and new flooring installed in several bedrooms.  Anawim had exterior painting done.   Underground 
water lines were replaced at Ananda, Hopespring and Farm & Gardens.  We continued to update our fleet of vehicles.  

From mid-spring into early winter the Farm participated in several Farmers Markets in Tacoma as well as craft fairs and special 
events.  Amidst its daily work, the Farm hosted a variety of groups including St. Ignaitus High School (San Francisco), Gonzaga 
University, University of Montana, DeVita, as well as many local grade school and high school groups (see page 10).

Now in 2011 we are aware of a myriad of opportunities and challenges we face. Sustainability was a key theme in our Mandate 
and we are exploring what this means throughout the layers of community life.   We will likely face decreased funding due to 
Washington State’s budget challenges.  We continue to diversify our funding and build on individual, corporate and foundation 
support as we remain hopeful about increasing our financial sustainability.  The Board made a commitment in the mandate 
process to make day supports and meaningful activity for core members a priority 
and Siri Carlson has been hired as Recreation/Day Support Assistant to spearhead 
this effort.  We look forward to deepening connections of solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters in L’Arche in our region and throughout the world.  

We remain ever grateful for God’s faithful presence and for the many who 
support and sustain us in our mission.  In all that we do we seek to reaffirm our 
commitment to the mission of L’Arche and acknowledge our need for continued 
nourishment and development as a community.  In 2011, our 34th year as a 
community, we will continue the good work entrusted to us.
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Oh, What a Night!
by Rachel Knoke, Development Coordinator

We’ve done it again! For the 17th year in a row, thanks to everyone who helped, 
our annual auction was a SMASHING success! It took a lot of people, a lot of time, and a lot 

of great items, but this year, for the first time ever, we raised over $100,000 from our one night of 
celebration and fellowship!!!   

There are so many people who made the night possible that it’s impossible to thank them all, but we’ll try anyway!  Thank you to 
Kelley, Irena, Christiane, Mary, Danelle, Arlene, Melissa, and Jana, our faithful auction committee who worked for seven months to 
get everything together and ready. It just wouldn’t have happened without all of you!  Thank you to all of the many hard-working 
volunteers that showed up to help set-up Saturday morning and all those who were there during the auction. Also, we need to 
give a special shout-out to Levin Conway, our computer guru extraordinaire!  Thank you for your generous gift of your time.

Thank you to Jennifer and Marc, from Allegria Auctions, and Bill, our “colorful” commentator and MC! Thank you to all of you who 
so generously donated items, gift certificates, experiences, and hand-crafted arts. Without an auctioneer or things to auction off, 
it just wouldn’t have been the same! 

Thank you to all who sponsored the core members’ attendance and to all who helped underwrite the auction. A special thank 
you to our Event Sponsor, Rebecca Cates, our Table Sponsors, Multicare and Dazaifu, LLC, our Patron Sponsors, Sessler, Inc., as 
well as Evergreen Excavation, Edward Jones Financial Services, Manza and Moceri, Financial Design Group, Joanne Schott, Janet 
Dyckman, and John Van Buskirk and Kitty-Ann Van Dorninck.

And finally, a very special thank-you to everyone who showed up to support L’Arche Tahoma Hope! Because of you, we had our 
best auction ever, raising over $100,000, including more than $28,000 for our Fund-an-Item (see pg 4 for details).  
We hope you had as much fun as we did and we hope to see you next year!

Our Bill Downey Award this year went to Marcus 
Walker. Marcus served as our auctioneer for over 12 years, 
encouraging the mission of L’Arche in Tacoma. 

He was a faithful supporter, always offering feedback, 
encouragement, and enthusiasm to our night of fun and 
fundraising. Our many thanks to Marcus and Lauren 
Walker for their many years of friendship to L’Arche 
Tahoma Hope. 

Marcus passed away 
on March 11th and will 
be sorely missed by our 
community.

“And the Bill Downey Award Goes To....”

Mark your calendars for:  Saturday,  March 3rd, 2012

for the 2012 L’Arche Tahoma Hope  Annual Auction. 

Want to help us make it a success?  It’s not too early to volunteer to help.   Call or e-mail Mary or 

Rachel at (253) 535-3178,  auction@larchetahomahope.org. to find out how you can get involved.

Special Thanks to:
Event Sponsor:
     Rebecca Cates

Table Sponsors:  
Multicare
Dazaifu, LLC

Patron Sponsor:
     Sessler, Inc.



L’Arche Tahoma Hope ~ Community Review & Soundings

Sing-a-long with University of Texas volunteers
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Part of our community’s mission statement calls us to “make 
known the gifts of people with developmental disabilities” 

and to “engage in our diverse cultures.”   In an effort to focus 
more on this area of our life together, we now have a Recreation/
Day Support Assistant at L’Arche Tahoma Hope and this year’s 
auction Fund-an-Item was to support this dimension of our 
community life.  For the past few months, I’ve been blessed to be 
in that role and to explore what exactly it will entail.

The journey has been enlightening and very exciting thus 
far.  With the help of everyone in the community, I’m helping 
core members pursue activities and opportunities that are 
sources of growth and fulfillment for them, whether by 
continuing to participate in existing relationships and activities, 
or discovering new interests and places of involvement. By 
focusing on enriching our daily lives, we can continue to make 
L’Arche Tahoma Hope a sustainable community and foster an 
ever-widening circle of relationships in the greater Tacoma 
community. 

Our community has a lot of gifts and interests to share, and it’s 
been very exciting to see all the opportunities and gifts Tacoma 
has to  share with us.  I’m enthusiastic about developing a 
relationship with Pacific Lutheran University (PLU), only a few 
miles away in the Parkland area, as well as continuing to explore 
the offerings of MetroParks 
and TACID, two organizations 
that have many opportunities 
for adults with developmental 
disabilities.  Some core members 
have started attending TACID’s 
Friday movie club, which has 
been a great success.  It’s hard 
not to have fun when munching 
on popcorn and watching 
Gene Kelly tap away to “Singin’ 
in the Rain!”  MetroParks has 
some great facilities and classes 
available, and making our lives 
enjoyable and sustainable  also 

A Little More Fun at Tahoma Hope
by Siri Carlson, newly appointed Recreation/Day Support Assistant

entails keeping our bodies healthy and happy.  Kai Ponnikas and 
I have started attending the open swims at Eastside pool, where 
there’s plenty of opportunity for water games and racing, as well 
as post-workout soaks in the hot tub.  There’s always more to 
explore with existing activity offerings, and I’m looking forward 
to the exciting outdoor opportunities we will have this summer, 
both for enjoying our beautiful surroundings and engaging in 
the Tacoma community.

We’re having a good time with each other as well.  For St. 
Patrick’s Day, a group of us got together in the afternoon to bake 
traditional Irish soda bread, read a fairy tale from Ireland and 
dance to some Irish folk tunes.  It was a blast—we measured, 
mixed, and kneaded loaves for each house to take home with 
them (and it was even more fun to sample our work).  At the 
end of March, we had our own “March Madness” with a friendly 
bracket competition and a couple of basketball games.  And 
there’s nothing like group sing-alongs—with the music ability 
at L’Arche Tahoma Hope, we’ve produced excellent renditions of 
“You Are My Sunshine,” “Lean on Me,” and “Proud Mary,” to name 
a few. 

I’ve barely touched the tip of the iceberg, but there’s a wealth 
of life-enriching relationships and opportunities out there 

for the core members and community of 
L’Arche Tahoma Hope.  We engage in some 
of them already and are excited for our new 
opportunities.  I have the fortunate (and fun) 
role of helping our core members find and 
keep sources of joy in their everyday lives 
and share that joy with all of Tacoma.  I hope 
our paths cross with yours in the near future 
and you can join us for our daily doses of 
fun and fulfillment!  If you have any ideas of 
ways we can connect with the larger Tacoma 
community, please e-mail me at 
fun@larchetahomahope.org!

The fruit of St. Patrick’s Day labor - Irish Soda Bread!

Siri was a house assistant at Ananda  
a couple of years ago and we are 

thrilled to have her bright smile and creative 

energy within the community again.  
Welcome back!

Special thanks to 

Your faithful partnership all these years has meant a great 
deal to us.  We wish you all the best as you transition into: 

Call Jim Vitzthum (253-606-8088, jimv@printnw.net) 
with your printing needs!
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“If the only prayer you said in your whole life was, “thank you,” that would suffice.”  ~Meister Eckhart
											         

A Special Thanks to Our Donors....

Following is a list of those who have supported us financially from January 1, 2010 through December 31. 2010.  

5.

Sincere efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of these donor records.  We apologize for any errors or omissions 
and ask you to notify the office at (253) 535-3178 with corrections to help us continue to improve our efforts.

Dennis & Sherrie Acker
Affairs
Myron & Gretchen Alden
Theresa Pearson & Marcela Alanis
Ale House Sports Pub & Grille
Jackie Alexander 
Robert & Sharon Allison
All Seasons Window Cleaning
Michael Allen
Alliant Continuum Care
Sally Ammon
Karl & Christine Anderson
Duane & Ida Annoni 
Anthony’s Restaurants
Harry & Molly Archer
Argosy Cruises
Asado
Atara Austin
Azarra Salon
Martin Babare
Ro Bacina 
Daniel & Ann Bailey
Paul & Maureen Bala 
Sara Baldwin
The Bark
Art & Mary Fran Barkshire 
Baskets & Things
Thomas & Cheryl Baulig 
Rich & Bobbie Beaudreau
Fr. Reinard Beaver
Paul Becken
Anthony & Corrine Becken-Gaddo
Luther & Lois Bekemeier
C. J. Bernards 
The Best Western Icicle Inn,
     Icicle Inn Village Resort
Better Properties North Tacoma
Mary Bianchi 
Blockbuster
Bill Bonnie
Blue Bird Boutique
Body Sacred Therapies
Robert & Carol Bohlman 
Mark & Noelle Boitano
Dan Borba
Alan & Sue Borne 
Alise Borne
Berk Borne 
Paul & Eileen Borne 
Peter Borne 
Daniel Boston
Jim & Donna Boulanger 
Richard & Mary Ann Boulanger 
Catherine Bove 
Donald & Carol Boyle 
James & Ruth Boyle 
Mary Bradford 
James & Mary Elaine Brock
Richard & Carlee Brown 

Brown’s Point Veterinary Clinic
Karen Bruce
Mark & Margaret Bubenik 
Robert & Colleen Buchanan 
Timothy & Maria Cecelia Buckley
Burrito Loco Taqueria
Diana Busch
C.I. Shenanigan’s
Richie Caccam
Joy Caddock
Cafe Moon
Calla Lily Designs
Rob Campbell & Leann Amstutzi
Roland Canillas
Cannon Wealth Management
Joan Capp
Philip & Carmena Capp 
Dale Carlisle
Dana Carlisle
Elizabeth Carlisle
Todd Carlisle & Maura Toohey Carlisle
Siri Carlson
Bridget Carney
Lisa Carney & Patrick Boyd
Elisa Carrothers
Cascade Tan
Bob & Joan Casey
Larry & Betty Cates
Rebecca Cates 
Vicki Cates
Joseph & Stacy Cates-Carney 
James & Barbara Cathcart
Catholic Daughters of America #977
Catholic Daughters of America #2003
Catholic Woman’s Club
Cattins Restaurant
Jim & Barbara Cavanaugh 
Celebrity Cake Studio
Lilly Chabra
Fr. Gerard Chapdelaine, SJ
Scott & Mary Chapman
Charlie’s Restaurant
Childrens Museum of Tacoma
Betty Chipps 
Thomas & Mira Chmelir 
Nancy Chmiel 
Kevin Christian
Gary & Gail Cicelski 
The Class Act Boutique
Rev. Victor Cloquet
Kim Ebert & Niko Colella
Carol Colleran 
Christine Colleran 
Liz Colleran
Robert & Karen Colleran
Kim Colleran Hulse
Perry & Sandy Colombini 
Jack & Angela Connelly 
Genny Connor 

Diana Busch & Levin Conway
Steven & Georgiann Conway
Robert & Barbara Cooper
Copper Creek Inn & Restaurant
Corcoran Lock & Safe
Corina Bakery
Cameron Cornell
Stan & Chris Cotton 
Cowgirls Coffee
Molly Crowley
Robert & Georgeann Cukjati
Culpepper Books
John & Linda Curtis 
Perry Dahlquist
Catherine Daniels
Don & Ginny Dashiell 
Bruce & Mona Davies 
John & Dorothy De La Garza 
Todd & Lisa Deck 
Larry & Mary DeForrest 
Jack & Diane deLeon
Shann Dell
Mary DeLorenzo
Scott Dillman
Disneyland Resort
Richard & Marguerite Dolack 
Steven Donaldson
Doyle’s Public House
Earl & Pat Drangstveit 
Dukes Chowder House
Dwell Home Decor
Janet Dyckman 
Catherine Dziuk
Joan Eads
Thomas Egnew 
Tami Erhart
Maria Eitel
El Toro Restaurant
Byron & Inez Ellingson 
Emerald Downs
Engine House 9
Enoteca & Stadium Wine Merchants
Kenneth & Jane Erickson 
John & Jean Evanger 
Evergreen Excavation, Inc.
Exercise Science Center, Inc.
Lu & Stu Farber
Michael & Mary Lu Farley 
Sr. Madeleine Farrell
Robert & Jeanne Farrell
Dianne Fehl
Financial Design Group, Inc.
Betsy Fine & Bob Gipe
Ronald & Sharon Finholm 
Karen Fischer
Larry & Karen Flamoe
Dick & Gerry Flaten
Betty Fleischmann
The Flying Boots

Christie Flynn 
Fogerty Appraisal
Tim & Sue Fogerty
Myra & Steve Foss
Eugene & Beverly Fries 
Alexander Frix
Frog Hollow Fiberworks
MaryAnn Gaines
William Gallagher
John & Florence Gallo 
James & Susan Gardner 
Jerome & Susan Garofalo
Giovanni Garofalo
Luciano Garofalo
Emily Garza
Alexander & Shelly Garzon 
Gateway to India
Mary Gaudette 
Joe & Carolyn Ghilarducci 
Laura Giddings & Charles Schilling
Alan Gill
Richard & Patricia Gill
Sue & Don Gill
Salvatorie & Joan Giusti 
Tom & Haldis Glasenapp
GoodSearch
Kate Goodsel
Ann Gosch
The Grand Cinema
Miriam Graves
Great West Management Group, Inc.
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, Inc.
The Greener Bean Coffee Co. LLC
Grunewald Guild
Clarence & June Guimond 
Marjorie Gurr
Elyce Haber
Robbie Habermann
Erin Hahl
Hair Masters
Julie Hale
Herb Hallberg
Heidi Hamilton
Carrie Hamm
Verna Hammond 
Hands On Children’s Museum
Randy & Lisa Hanson
Dennis & Kathleen Hardman

James & Patricia Harnish 
Dale & Crystal Harper 
Danelle Harris
James & Patricia Harrington 
Christopher & Kristen Harrison 
Dick & Kay Harrison 
Harkness Furniture
Harmon Brewery & Restaurant
Harvester Restaurant
Pamela Hatayama
Dave & Sheila Hauck
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Income
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Government Funding 
74% 

Donations 
9% 

United Way 
2% 

Grants, Fundraisers 
9% 

Farm & Gardens Sales 
3% 

Miscellaneous Income 
3% 

2010 Financial Report,

Support & Revenue
Gov’t Funding
Donations
United Way
Grants, Fundraisers
Farm & Gardens Sales
Miscellaneous Income

TOTAL INCOME

$962,453
$110,328
$19,529

$119,390
$39,874
$40,672

$1,292,246

L’Arche Tahoma Hope completed 2010 essentially even, with a slight surplus position.  The 2010 
budget was approved as a deficit budget in light of the economic environment and expected 

further funding cuts.  Through great diligence and the generosity of donors, L’Arche did not achieve 
that budget but in fact surpassed expectations by breaking even.

More changes were made to the medical plan due to increasing costs.  L’Arche determined to go 
with a plan that has a higher deductible, which will be covered for assistants by L’Arche.  While 
L’Arche will bear more risk under this plan, it does not seem that it is an unreasonable risk, based on 
actuals in 2010.

It became clear throughout the year that L’Arche needs to further diversify our funding, relying less 
on government funding and expanding the donor base.  In light of this, the development budget 
for 2011 is more detailed and robust than it has been in the past.

Our investment account, with funds for operations, the Farm, and capital needs, saw a fair amount 
of volatility in 2010, but is currently in a better position than it has been in two years, with a balance 
just over $400K.

Due to past planning and current watchfulness on cost, L’Arche Tahoma Hope continues to be 
financially healthy.  Government funding is a source of unknown volatility and advocacy on our 
behalf is ever appreciated.

Rodney & Rebecca Hauth 
Hawthorne Tea Room
Elizabeth Hayes 
Judge & Mrs. Frederick Hayes
The Health Connection
Hello, Cupcake
Sergio Hernandez & Cheryl Jordan
Frank & Teresa Hidaka 
Paul & Rebecca Hildebrand 
Brian & Sallaye Hoff
Charles & Rebecca Hoffman 
Kent Hoffman
Kai Hoffman-Krull
Hollywood Wax Museum
William & Andrea Holt 
Hoodsport Winery
Billie Bob Hoskyn
Hot Yoga Tacoma
Dale & Kay Houg
The Hub
John & Marjorie Hudacek
Sue Hudacek 
Holly Hunt
Patrick Hurley
Bruce & Bernadette Huson
Edward & Patricia Imhof
Infinite Soups
Adelaide Isaac 
Daniel Isakson & Pauline Barlow
Joan Jackson
Paul & Anne Jacobson 
Jewell Day Spa
Arlene Joe & Richard Woo
Barry & Tessa Johnson 
Leonard & Carol Kalapus 
Tom & Laura Karlin 
Marilyn Karlstrom
Katie Downs
Jerry Keister
Kikaha O Ke Kai Hawaiian 
     Outrigger Canoe Club
Kevin & Maggie King
Bea Kingery
Nick & Ella Jean Kirincich
Richard & Juliann Kirk 
Rachel Knoke
Ed & Karen Knuckey
Michael & Heidi Knutsen
Korsmo Construction
Lou & Cari Kramp
Mimi Krsak
Jim & Dawna Lahti
Ken & Colleen Lamb 
George & Rose Landeis 
Robert & Molly Lane 
Fr. William Lane
Charles & Ruth Langen 
LaSalle Street Church
Fr. Seamus Laverty
Jeffrey Laveson
The Law Office of Arlene Joe
The Law Offices of Manza & Moceri, PS
Barbara Leingang 
Mark & Nancy Lennox
John & Jacqueline Lermusik
John Leung 
Ty & Kathleen Lillis-Tinsley 
Lincoln Hardware
Yvone Link

Expenses
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Personnel 
58% 

Room & Board 
15% 

Program  
13% 

Administration 
14% 

Expenses
Personnel
Room & Board
Program
Administration

TOTAL EXPENSES

$748,237
$194,519
$170,552
$178,255

$1,291,563

6.

by Chris Colleran, Treasurer
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Jim & Pat Litzen 
Annie Liu
Josephine Lowe
Donald Luby, C.P.A. 
Cynthia Luke & Mark Sumearll
Meredith Lynch
Jane MacNeil
Mad Hat Tea Co.
Thomas & Theresa Mahoney 
Majorie Mankin 
Patrick & Judith Manza 
Katherine Marble
Viola Marcoe 
Mariner’s Baseball
Marlene’s Market & Deli
Ken & Margaret Marson 
James & Mary Mason
Mass Mutual Financial Group
James Matteucci & Eileen Sullivan
Smithosh Mathew
Jodi McConnell
Jamey McCormick & Oona Copperhill
McGavick Wine
Thomas & Doris McGuire 
Jerry & Mary Ellen McKain 
Sally McLean
Joseph & Lolita McNabb
Patty McNally
Lawrence & Millie McNerthney 
Mary Means 
Meconi’s Pub & Eatery
Mike & Jane Medrzycki
Fred & Carol Meirose
John & Dana Mellis
Metropolitan Market
Lewis & Pamela Mildon
Bob & Joan Miller 
Brent & Natalie Miller
Daniel & Evelyn Miller
Jerome & Bette Miller 
Mark & Chelle Miller
Melissa Missall
Mission San Juan Capistrano
Dick & Roberta Mitchell
Debbie Montgomery 
Leischen Moore
Morford’s Hallmark
Morrell’s Cleaners
Mount Rainier Scenic Railroad
Katie Mulcaire-Jones
Neil Mullen & Yolanda Duralde
Multicare
Ingrid Grouley Mungia & Sal Mungia
The Museum of Flight
Museum of Glass
Jerry Mylet 
Bunny Nance
Ramo & Andrea Natalizio 
Michael Neeland
Carolyn Nelson
Jodi Nelson
Wanda & Jeffrey Newlon
Susan & Alex Neyman
Nonna Rosa
North End Massage Therapy
Joseph & Anne Nusse 
Noal Nyland
Christine & Maria O’Brien
Neil & Claire O’Brien

Special thanks to all those 
who faithfully support our 
community through the 

United Way Donor Voice 
program and other similar 
programs. Although your 
names are not as readily 

available to us as our direct 
donors, your support means 

just as much to us.

Thank You!

We are grateful to the following Foundations that supported us financially in 2010.  
We also appreciate the following Companies’ commitment to encouraging their 

employees to share their blessings by instituting internal Matching Gifts Programs.  
The companies’ support of us is also appreciated.

Foundations / Corporate Gifts
•	Employees Community Fund of       	
	 the Boeing Company

•	Helpers of the Mentally Retarded

•	Medina Foundation

•	Redford Family Partnership

•	The Russell Family Foundation

Matching Gifts Companies
•	 Bank of America Matching Gifts

•	 Microsoft Giving Campaign

•	 The Regence Employee Giving Campaign

•	 Russell Matching Gifts Program

•	Special Friends Foundation

•	The Stewardship Foundation

•	Margaret Straling Trust

•	Titus-Will Families Foundation

•	Vanguard Charitable Endowment

Thank You!

Memorial Contributions
We are grateful for the donations we have received in memory 
of the following people since our Christmas newsletter.  They, 

along with their families and friends, are in our prayers.

John Boyle
Martin Boyle
Patricia Boyle

Fr. Paul Dalton
Molly McNerthney-Ross

Lee Murray

Nathan Barlow
Ben Davies

Katharine De La Garza
Mark Drangstveit

We are also thankful for the donations we received in honor of :

Marissa Manza
The Ponnikas Family

David Rothrock
Amanda Schappler

Brad Peterson
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Pauline O’Donnell
William & Patricia O’Grady
The Old House Mercantile & 
     Pacific Northwest Shop
Old Town Pie Company
Martha Oldenburg
Gerard O’Leary
Janet & Michael Olejar
Valerie Oliver
Rob & Paula Olson
Open Arts Studio
Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Bill & Marie Orrange 
Gregg & Lisa Ostergren
Derek John O’Sullivan
Reid Ozaki
Pacific Cataract & Laser Institute
Tom Pagano
Wuhamu Pan
Papa Murphy’s
The Parkway Tavern
Patriot Fire Protection, Inc.
Joseph & Margaret Pazderka 
PC Techs & Parts
Mary Pedersen
Joe & Cheryl Penry 
Sonja Perez
Teresita Perez
Richard & Fran Perry
Catherine Petrich
Wendi & Mike Pfannenstiel
Phoenix Rising Acupunture
Pierce County Center for 
     Dispute Resolution
Pioneer Farm Museum
Laird & Julie Pisto
Clifford & Marilyn Ponnikas
Kai Ponnikas
Chris & Terry Porter
Pour at Four Wine Bar
PRH Educational Programs
Marc & Juleen Pudists 
Puget Sound Pizza
The Puyallup Fair
Patrick & Michelle Query 
Scott Rapp
Ragan Auto Repair
Ray Rathwick
John & Bettie Rawe 
The Red Hot
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Ed & Betty Reed 
Janice Reeves 
Michelle Regan & Donald Izenman
Aaron & Sarah Reichhardt 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Reichman
Barry & Becky Reid
Charles Garry & Kathryn Reid
The Renaissance Cafe
Penny Richichi
Teri Rideout
Bob Riley
Brian Riley
Anne Roberts
Melissa & Roland Robinson
The Rock Wood Fired Pizza
Mark & Jan Rogers
Dave & Shannon Ronald 
Sarah Ronald 

Noah’s Workshop
Bobby Buchanan

Shann Dell
Ricky Durham

Robbie Habermann
Carie Halle

Sharilynn Heinzman
Stacie Swanson

Nancy Tyson
Sue Hudacek
Jeannie Jones
Abby Visser

Allison White

Who’s Where in Our Community

Farmhouse
Doug Creek
Kai Ponnikas
James Taylor
Nancy Tyson

Kathleen Cromartie
Stacey Hirst

Laura Jendusa
Smithosh Mathew
JeanNette Nelson

Amanda Schappler

Anawim
Nathan Barlow

Mark Drangstveit 
Ricky Durham

Carie Halle
Leana Shiu

Roland Canillas
Kate Goodsel

Meredith Lynch
Jane MacNeil
Hillary Moye
Sarah Ronald

Hopespring
Shannon Dell

Sharilynn Heinzman
Pat Kernells

Teresa Hershberger
Katie Lodge

Salomi Pothen

Ananda
Bobby Buchanan

Robbie Habermann
Les Leise

Stacie Swanson
Vicky Knoke
Sonja Perez
Zach Zaubi

Farm & Gardens
Tawna Billesbach
Charles Clark II

Robbie Habermann
Zach Hovland
Greg Kingery 

Les Leise
Leana Shiu

Debra Velder
Debbie Wilson
Linda Alvarez
Carolyn Chu
Molly Ehling
Jeannie Jones

Elisa Stene-Carrothers
Patrick Toohey

 Tom Chemelir, Lu Farber, Rachel Fennick, Franklin Pierce Transition Students,  
Jerry Graddon,Jihan Grettenberger, Carol Gunther, Sr. Madeleine Farrell, Cheryl Jordan, 

Misha Kimbrell, Jodi McConnell, Theresa Rice, Michael Ronald, Kathy Sessler, Donna Smith, 
Rosemary Smith, Carmen Stanley, Margaret Tolman, Irena Trapnell, Dave Velder, Greg Whitbeck,

Homes

Work/Day 
Programs

Stacy Cates-Carney, Executive Director
Erin Hahl, Commmunity Coordinator

Kristen Mellis, Community Coordinator
Rachel Knoke, Development Coordinator

Siri Carlson, Recreation/Day Support Assistant
Mary Pedersen, Admininstrative Assistant

Danelle Harris, Bookkeeper
Dave Ronald, Maintenance

Nancy Tyson, Office Employee

Community Administration

Our (Much-Appreciated) Long-Term Volunteers
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Kevin King,  President
Laura Giddings, Vice-President

Paul Borne, Secretary
Chris Colleran, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Todd Carlisle

Arlene Joe
Steve Kramp
Melissa Missall
Paula Olson
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Ric & Cindy Rose
Jane Ross
Tom Ross & Patty Bahoshy-Ross
David & Gloria Rothrock
Janet Rudolph
Frank & Donna Rush
Sabbatique
Mary & Robert Sacco
Safeguard Financial Assets Inc.
St. Frances Cabrini
St. Ignatius College Preparatory
St. Joseph’s Altar Society
St. Leo Emergency Services,
     St.Vincent de Paul
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
St. Matthew Parish
Satellite Coffee
Keith Savisky
Mark Schacht
Paul & Kathy Schappler
Christopher & Veronica Schmitt 
Chuck & Eve Schott 
Joanne Schott
Tim & Demetra Schwieger 
Wayne & Judith Scott
Seattle Seahawks
Seattle Sounders FC
Nancy Sedlacek
Selden’s Home Furnishings
Robert & Marilyn Sendek 
Melinda Seppala
Jon & Maria Sessler 
Richard & Donna Severson 
Jon & Sara Sexton
Hakan & Susan Sezgin
Shampooch Inc.
Mrs. Robert Shea
Alan & Sharon Shelton
Timothy & Marcia Sherry
Brainerd & Christiana Shiu
Sonja Silver
Cathie Simpson & Roger Grayson
Tina & Jim Siridakis
Sisters of St Dominic
Sisters of St. Mary - Notre Dame
Jordan & Megan Skarr
Michael & Christie Smith 
Paul & Sandy Smith 
Rosemary Smith
Helen Sommerville 
Sooji’s Day Spa
Source Yoga
The Spar
Hugh & Carmen Stanley 
Jane Stene 
Elisa Stene Carrothers
Karyn Sterino
Sean Steward & Therese Gorman
Sr. Josephine Stewart
Esther Stillwell 
Cindy Stoffel
Smokey Stover
Gerald & Kathy Straub 
Denis & Lisa Sullivan
Susan Sundahl & Tracy Hamann
Dave & Loretta Sutherland
Allen & Joanne Suver 
Carl & Linda Swanson 
Stacie Swanson

The L’Honey Project
by Rick Samyn, St. Leo’s Pastoral Assistant, Social Ministry

If you’ve ever visited L’Arche Farm & Gardens, you will discover that it is more 
than the sum of its parts: greenhouses, chickens, planting rows, wheelbarrow-

n-workers. L’Arche Farm and Gardens is a community of people embracing 
the natural world, striving to live healthy and integrated lives through which mutual benefits are 
realized. Members of the L’Arche community find meaningful work and sense of purpose through the 
cultivation of plants, caring for the soil and creating farm products that express human creativity. For 
me, L’Arche farm is fertile ground for creativity and the promise of a better tomorrow for all! 

Out of this fertile place is born the L’Honey Project. L’Honey is a collaborative honey bee project that 
promotes youth education in sustainable apiculture, social business and care for the vulnerable. 
L’Honey is a natural extension of the Farm and currently collaborates with St. Leo Youth and the 
University of Washington/Tacoma.  L’Honey is an opportunity for youth to experiment with a social 
business model that meets human needs and at the same time protects and enhances the natural 
environment. It is my hope that L’Honey becomes an incubator for a new vision of economics and 
the promotion of sustainable living. As a hive nurtures young honey bees, L’Honey nurtures the 
aspirations of our youth for a healthy and harmonious world.

The L’Honey Project is entering its second full season of bee keeping. The apiary consists of only a few 
hives, but we plan to expand this season. We practice natural methods of honey bee management. 

We do not use any harsh chemicals/
insecticides in our hives. Our current small 
product line includes bottled honey and 
hand balm packaged and made by St. Leo 
youth group members. We plan to expand 
our line of hive products to include soap 
and creamed honey.  Other market ideas are 
to promote the Farm with our products as 
well as work to include L’Arche members in 
product production. L’Honey also promotes 
the Youth Migrant Project of the Archdiocese 
of Seattle and the application of the Social 
Business Model: People/Planet and Profit the 
triple bottom line.  

Peace and All Good to You!

Misha and Les with the L’Honey hives

Temple Beth El and L’Arche Tahoma Hope Sponsor:

Thursday, May 12th 

Blue Mouse Theater

Doors open at 6:30, 
Movie at 7pm.

Donations welcomed.

We hope you can join us to celebrate inclusion and belonging in our community.

May 12th
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Sweet Things Bakery
Chellis Swenson 
The Swiss
Tacoma Art Museum
Tacoma Little Theatre
Tacoma Rainiers Professional Baseball
Elizabeth Taft-Smith
Tahoma Farms
Elizabeth Tegeler
Ms. Jane Thomas
Donald & Joan Thompson 
Sarah Thomson
Timber Fox Traders
Tiny’s Tire Factory
Francis & Margaret Tolman
Jerry & Mary Ann Toohey 
Kevin Toohey
Patrick Toohey & Cheri’ Paillet
Trader Joe’s
Traditions World Folk Art & Cafe
Ervin & Nancy Trapa 
Irena Trapnell
Nancy & Jerry Traversie
Trendy Salon
Nola V Tresslar
Betty Troup
Judy Trummert
Michael & Mary Jo Tucci 
Michael Tucci 
Tom & Diane Tucci 
Tully’s Coffee
Nancy Tyson
United Church in University Place
University of Puget Sound
John Van Buskirk & 
     Kitty-Ann Van Dorninck
Lee & Nancy VanPevenage
Norbert & Bridget Vecchiato
Vino Aquino
Dave Vogel & Carla Rasmussen
Robert E. Vogel
Robert H. Vogel
Edward & Audrey Waddell
John Wagner
Dorothy & Arnljot Wagsholm
Charles & Lucy Walker 
John & Sondra Walsh
Washington State Historical Society
Kerry & Terrie Watrin 
John & Ann Wentz
Westminster Presbyterian Church
James & Kathleen Whittaker
Karen Wild 
Laura Willhoite
Clint & Judy Williams 
David & Anita Willson
Robert & Karen Wilson 
Jean Witte
Woock Studios
Chris & Cat Woon
John Wynne 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
YMCA of Pierce & Kitsap Counties
Vince Young 
Zestful Gardens
Pam Zimmerman

Spring has come, and we at L’Arche Farm & Gardens are just beginning to see the new fruit and 
growth in the earth around us.  As we cultivate new life, we recognize that the Farm wouldn’t be 

as beautiful and complete of an experience without our faithful volunteers.  As the weather warms 
and winter ends, we find ourselves increasingly in the presence of abundant volunteers and we are 
incredibly grateful for all of the support and energy they bring to our days.

At the Farm we have grown accustomed to our faithful individual volunteers who make a regular 
commitment, rain or shine. Whether they work one day, a week, or several, each is an integral part 
of building relationships and increasing our mission to the greater community.  Margaret, who has 
been volunteering with us every Tuesday for more than 13 years, is a true blessing.  Her gardening 
expertise, flexibility, and compassion is invaluable and she has grown to become a great friend 
to many on the Farm.  Tom is another Tuesday volunteer and a good friend to many of the core 
members.  His calming presence and dedication to L’Arche is a gift to the Farm. We are also so happy 
when Nathan graces us with his presence and talents on Wednesdays and Fridays.  And where 
would we be without the many skills and gifts Teresa and Misha offer the Farm on Thursdays and 
Fridays.  Teresa and Margaret pruned all of our fruit trees in a matter of days, and Misha brings the 
gift of signing to our morning meetings engaging us all in new ways.  

The Farm also has a special relationship with Franklin Pierce High School.  Some students, like 
Brandon, Nick, and Patrick visit and gain work skills for their pathway to employment. Our newest 
intern, Greg can be seen mowing, landscaping and helping move dirt. Nick has been a faithful 
sweeper when he visits and Patrick, although he has gone onto other opportunities, was a great 
help at moving chips and organizing pots.  Brandon actually helped us secure a grant to sponsor 
several chickens. Every day, as a part of his educational plan, Brandon feeds those chickens.  We 
cherish these diverse and faithful individuals, and see them as an integral part of our community.

Sometimes those individual volunteers call in a few favors, and we end up with some amazing 
results.  At Farm volunteer Kathy Sessler’s suggestion to her husband Jay,  the folks at Sessler Inc., 

Fife Sand & Gravel, Janke Enterprises and Randles Sand & Gravel 
collectively donated a road’s worth of gravel and completely 
revamped our rapidly deteriorating drive on  the Farm.  For their 
gifts of materials, time, talents, and hearts, we will be forever 
grateful.

Because work on the Farm is never done, we have the ability to 
welcome volunteer groups as well.  This year we have enjoyed 
the fruits of visits from staff from Russel Investments and Charles 
Wright Academy, and the Davita Dietitians.  It’s our hope that these 
day-of-service groups value their time with us not only as a chance 
to strengthen relationships within their organizations but are also 
positively affected by seeing the abilities, rather than the disabilities, 

of our farm team.  Similarly, we welcome students from nearby 
universities like PLU and University of Puget Sound, who are 

looking to meet community 
service requirements.  These 
volunteers come on a 
consistent basis, generally 
over the course of a couple 
of months and end up 
forming lasting relationships 
with our Farm crew.  

“A community is like a garden full of flowers, shrubs and trees. Each helps 
to give life to the other.  Together they bear witness to the beauty of God, 
creator and gardener-extraordinary.”    - Jean Vanier

Volunteers Abound on the Farm
by Molly Ehling, Lutheran Volunteer on the Farm
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We’ve also welcomed groups that have come consistently once each year.  One such group is made up of folks from JC Penney who 
have been staging our farm for Spring Fling for several years now. Also among these once-a-year groups are faith-based groups like 
the Bellarmine Faith in Formation group as well as the students from McKenna Elementary and the Bryant Montessori 7th and 8th 
graders.  Though we do work together, their visits focus more on relationships, which allow us to be intentional with our morning 
prayer and give us the opportunity to get to know each other as individuals. 

Bearing in mind our “people-first” mentality, it is always our hope that relationships are in the forefront of every group’s experience 
with us, but some are more labor intensive than others.  Comcast will be blessing us with 150 volunteers at our Spring Fling on April 
30.  We’ve also welcomed many hard-working college students throughout the year.  First-year students from the University of Puget 
Sound joined us as a part of their Fall orientation, and students from Gonzaga University, University of Texas, University of Portland, 
and University of Montana, have chosen to be a part of an alternative spring break program through their school.  We had the joy of 
sharing our “Potatoes on Saint Patrick’s Day” planting tradition with the U of T students who worked whole-heartedly with us for an 
entire week embracing Washington rain and shine.   And, we can’t forget to recognize the continued monthly presence of the middle 
school students from Firgrove and fourth graders from Charles Wright.  These young, energetic people come for an educational 
experience and aren’t afraid to get in the dirt or even shovel chicken manure, to do so.

Some groups visit the farm just to find out what we’re about and how we operate.  Individual classes from the University of 
Washington Tacoma, Tacoma Community College (TCC), and Highline Community College have visited the farm to learn about 
sustainability, local food, and environmental education.  With these types of groups we take a long, intentional tour and sneak in a 
bit of work while we’re at it.  These education-based group visits provide excellent networking opportunities as well as space to build 
relationships.  Many of these students decide to contact us later on for more information about what we do or to set up individual 
volunteer times of their own.  Though they might be short-term relationships, we truly value every one.  

We are fortunate to welcome so many volunteer groups and individuals to the farm, and though this list might seem long already, it 
is by no means comprehensive.  We love our volunteers because they do projects we are unable to do; they keep us on track for the 
season so we can concentrate on the little things.  And while we so appreciate the work they do for us, the most important work is 
the stuff they do with us.  Volunteers are able to build relationships and see that individuals with disabilities are people with varying 
abilities and are able to find the gifts that each person has.    

Regardless of the initial intent of the volunteering group, whether they come to us simply for a service experience, environmental 
education experience, or specifically to work with folks with developmental disabilities, our intent in welcoming them is the same: to 
offer each individual the chance to experience the transformative power of seeing and working with people who are rarely credited for 
their abilities.  It is our hope that volunteers are transformed, in some way, by their experience working with us.

Spring Fling

April 30th, 2011
10am - 4pm

•	 Veggie starts and edibles for your garden

•	 Perennials for your yard

•	 Farm & Gardens’ handmade crafts for sale

•	 Outside vendors and hands-on activities

For directions to the Farm, visit our website at:
www.larchetahomahope.org.  Questions?
e-mail us at farm@larchetahomahope.org,  
or call (253) 537-7871.

And if you’ve never donated to L’Arche Farm and 
Gardens before, this is the year to do it. Between 
now and September 2011, every dollar given 
by a new donor will be matched by the Medina 
Foundation, up to $5,000! This is your chance to 
double your money the guaranteed way!

Don’t Miss...

Check out the Spring Fling Coupon on the next page!
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Farmhouse
11716 Vickery Ave. E.

Tacoma, WA 98446
(253) 535-3171

Anawim
616 East 45th St.

Tacoma, WA 98404
(253) 474-5618

Ananda
12306 Vickery Ave. E.

Tacoma, WA 98446
(253) 537-5126

Farm & Gardens
11716 Vickery Ave. E.

Tacoma, WA 98446
(253) 537-7871

Hopespring
12319 - 36th Ave. E.
Tacoma, WA 98446

(253) 537-6936

w w w . l a r c h e t a h o m a h o p e . o r g                e-mail: info@larchetahomahope.org

Noah’s Workshop
12319 - 36th Ave. E.
Tacoma, WA 98446

(253) 537-7540
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Office
12303  36th Ave. E.
Tacoma, WA 98446

(253) 535-3178

L’Arche Tahoma Hope Community
12303  36th Avenue East
Tacoma, Washington  98446

Where to find us...
Markets
Proctor Farmers Market, 9am - 2pm
	 Saturdays, March 26 - November 19

Tacoma Farmers Market, 10:30am - 4pm
	 Thursdays,  May 5 - October 27

6th Avenue Market, 3pm- 7pm
	 Tuesdays,  May 3rd - September 27

Please call ahead to confirm we will be at the above events 
before making a special trip out to see us...

Greenhouse Hours
Monday - Saturday, 9am-4pm ‘til June 11.
Open select Saturdays after that.
Call for hours after June 11, (253) 537-7871

Events
Spring Fling 
     April 30th, 10am - 4pm.

Art on the Ave  
Sunday, July 10th 11am - 5pm

Harvest Festival 

    October 1st, 10 - 4 at the  Farm.

We will be at a variety of churches throughout the 
season, so visit our website, call or e-mail us for dates, 
times and locations.

C O U P O N
Valid only on 

April 30th, 2011 

Buy two gallon perennials or larger and 
get one chive, oregano  or daylily for free.


